THE   WAVE-THEORY   OF   LIGHT

the pleasure of stating that I have fully verified this predic-
tion by interposing a drop of oil of sassafras between a prism
of flint-glass and a lens of crown-glass; the central spot seen
by reflected light was white and surrounded by a'dark rino-.
It was, however, necessary to use some force in order to pro-
duce a contact sufficiently intimate; and the white spot dif-
fered, even at last, in the same degree from perfect whiteness
as the black spot usually does from perfect blackness.

[Three pages of speculation  concerning dispersion  are here
omitted.'}

67ons the fringes are seen when the
